Insurance planning to-do list 

	1.
	If you’re unsure of how much life insurance you need, talk to an insurance specialist who can help you with the calculations.

	2.
	Find out what insurance benefits your employer offers before you go out and buy additional insurance. Also, compare the cost of the insurance from your employer to what you can purchase externally.

	3.
	Make sure you have adequate disability insurance coverage, especially if you’re self-employed.

	4.
	You may want to buy more disability insurance coverage than what your employer’s plan offers — be sure to examine the policy for cost of living adjustment and other features.

	5.
	When you buy a house, consider purchasing term insurance to cover the value of the mortgage instead of specific mortgage insurance.

	6.
	Periodically re-examine the beneficiaries you’ve named on any existing life insurance policies to see whether or not a change is in order. 

	7.
	Protect your home and car with adequate insurance coverage, but remember you also need to protect your lifestyle and assets — for yourself and any dependents — with other products that may also be appropriate for you, such as disability, life or critical illness insurance.

	8.
	If you have a significant life event such as purchasing a home or having a baby, make sure you re-evaluate your life insurance needs.

	9.
	When you buy an insurance product, carefully review its additional or optional features that may add value to the product, such as return of premium or inflation protection, and familiarize yourself with any riders.


